NEWYORK | Department of
STATE OF

OPPORTUNITY. Environmental

Conservation
Most algae are harmless, but exposure
to toxins and other substances
produced by harmful algal blooms can
make people and animals sick. HABs
can impact drinking water, and cause
discolored water, floating scums, and
unpleasant odors that can reduce the
value of a lake or river. HABs are
sometimes called blue-green algal
blooms even though they can be
various colors.

IF YOU SEE A
HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM
AVOID IT!
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It can be hard to tell a harmful bloom from a
non-harmful algal bloom, so it is best to avoid
swimming, boating, fishing or other recreation

in discolored water that looks like it might

have a bloom. Avoid eating fish caught from
areas with a bloom. Never drink, prepare food,

cook, or make ice with untreated surface
water, even if there is no visible bloom.

IF CONTACT OCCURS

« Rinse thoroughly with clean water.
- Stop using the water.

« Seek medical attention if vomiting,
nausea, diarrhea, skin, eye or throat
irritation, allergic reactions or
breathing difficulties occur.

» Report your symptoms to your
local health department or the
NYS Department of Health.

« Take care to remove algae from pet fur.

The appearance of HABs can vary. Colors can
include shades of green, blue-green, yellow,
brown, red, or white.

SPILLED PAINT APPEARANCE
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